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Synopsis

When she was sixteen, Joanna Archer was brutally assaulted and left to die in the Nevada
desert.By rights, she should be dead.Now a photographer by day, she prowls a different Las Vegas
after sunseta "a grim, secret Sin City where Light battles Shadowa "seeking answers to whom or
what she really is . . . and revenge for the horrors she was forced to endure.But the nightmare is just

beginningéa "for the demons are hunting Joanna, and the powerful shadows want her for their own . .
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Customer Reviews

It looks good. New author, first novel, recommendations on the cover by Kim Harrison, Charlaine
Harris, and Diana Gabaldon(2). Woman becomes a Super-Powered Heroine fighting forces of
darkness and it's supposed to have non-stop action, some hot sex scenes, and it's set in Las
Vegas, always a great setting for supernatural action.But look more closely. The back cover has a
big, glossy picture of the author: an atractive brunette with a decidedly Linda Carter look. Large
pictures of the attractive author on the back are always a warning sign(3). Then read the bio: ten

years as a Folies dancer at the Tropicana. Could be good, she probably knows Las Vegas



well.Good and bad. Nice setup. Let's take a look inside....This book is firmly in that unnamed
subgenre where Harrison and Harris live: female POV modern supernatural fantasy/mystery/action
with a promise of sexual tension. It's a fun subgenre. Unfortunately, this one falls into the most
cop-out of traps in the female POV world, that a woman can only become a strong heroine if she
was raped. Of course, she is the one raped because she fights the attacker to save her younger
sister. And, of course, she goes from raped to vengeful to trained and effective. It's cheap writing
and it cheapens (and demeans) rape victims, implying that they should use assault as a
strengthening experience and not feel traumatized. Fortunately, it only shows up in 90% of heroine
stories written by men and 89% written by women(4) :-(The main character is basically ok. Joanna
Archer, daughter of mega-wealthy father Xavier (uncommon names like that always indicate
villains), whom she despises and who despises her.
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